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another, and H. Bellasses so much that it is feared he will die: and finding himself severely wounded, he called to Tom Porter, and kissed him, and bade him shift for himself; "for," says he, "Tom, thou hast hurt me; but I will make shift to stand upon my legs till thou mayest withdraw, and the world not take notice of you, for I would not have thee troubled for what thou hast clone." And so whether he did fly or no I cannot tell: but Tom Porter shewed H. Bel-lasses that he was wounded too: and they are both ill, but H. Bellasses to fear of life. And this is a fine example; and H. Bellasses a Parliament-man,1 too, and both of them most extraordinary friends! Among other discourse, my cozen Roger told us a thing certain, that the Archbishop of Canterbury,2 that now is, do keep a wench, and that he is as very a wencher as can be; and tells us it is a thing pub-lickly known that Sir Charles Sidley had got away one of the Archbishop's wenches from him, and the Archbishop sent to him to let him know that she was his kinswoman, and did wonder that he would offer any dishonour to one related to him. To which Sir Charles Sidley is said to answer, "A pox take his Grace! pray tell his Grace that I believe he finds himself too old, and is afraid that I should outdo him among his girls, and spoil his trade." But he makes no more of doubt to say that the Archbishop is a wencher, and known to be so, which is one of the most astonishing things that I have heard of, unless it be, what
1 Sir Henry Bellasys, K.B., was member for Great Grimsby, in which seat he was succeeded by Sir Fretcheville Holies.
2  Gilbert Sheldon.    It is difficult to deal in a short note with such an infamous charge as this.    It is impossible to leave it unnoticed, and yet to acknowledge it as one necessary to be refuted almost seems an insult to the archbishop's memory.    It will be observed that this is all pure gossip, and the mere scandal of those who hate to acknowledge that others are better than themselves.  Archbishop Sheldon had bitter enemies, but there  is no hint of immorality given by any of them. Professor Montagu Burrows has well vindicated Sheldon's character in his valuable work on the " Worthies of All Souls."   He tells me that he overlooked the scandal recorded by Pepys, and therefore did not notice it in his book.    He writes: '* I know of nothing like a confirmation, nor did Pepys seem to have any proof whatever.    In such cases we can only quote the character given by his friends and acquaintances, as you see I have done, without knowing this story.   It is quite incredible."